FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
the masses of the workers crowded in the cellars and attics of the
big towns to enjoy the fine acting and music of the Russian artistes
in theatre, opera, or concert hall? Finally, what talent must have
been ruthlessly crushed among the teeming, toiling masses of all
the various nationalities who had no education and no outlet for
the artistic, literary, and scientific abilities, which so many of them
undoubtedly possess!
A section of the old intelligentsia, who were imbued through and
through with the psychology of the upper classes whom they had
served in Tsarist times, could not adapt themselves to the new
conditions; they undoubtedly did suffer, just as the former factory
and landed estate owners and merchants suffered when they were
expropriated for the benefit of the whole people.
But though a part of the former intelligentsia suffered and were
driven into exile, the intelligentsia as a body gained tremendously;
in the first place, from the great development of education and
the considerable reduction in the hours of work; from the fact that
instead of being a small upper layer of the population serving in
the main the wealthy exploiters of the people, the intelligentsia is
becoming more and more numerous and the whole people have
the ability and time and are eager to appreciate the work of the
creative artists.
As A. Tolstoi so well said at the Second International Writers*
Congress held in Madrid in July 1937: "The November Socialist
Revolution flung the portals of art wide open to the whole people.
To-day in the U.S.S.R. there are nearly 60,000,000 readers of
belles-lettres. The opera, theatres, and cinemas serve the whole
people . . . the broad masses of the peoples participate in the
creation of art. It is becoming an integral part of the whole of
creative life. It forms a considerable part of life. It is no longer
a decoration, a diversion, or fruitless musing. Art is the record
of the moral and physical conquests of the people. Art is know-
ledge, the highest school for the moulding of the human soul.
Art is that mental atmosphere into which millions upon millions
of the people are being drawn. . . ."
216